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* 1957 in Paris. Lives in Switzerland since
1961, where he first studied acting at
the Theatre Academy of Zurich and worked
as an actor. In 1991 Bergkraut started
making documentary films. After COCA,
THE DOVE FROM CHECHNYA (2005),
awarded with the International Human
Rights Film Award Berlin 2006, and
LETTER TO ANNA (2008), a personal
investigation on Anna Politkovskaja’s
death, honoured with the Vaclav Havel
Award 2008, CITIZEN KHODORKOVSKY is
Bergkraut’s third film on Russia.

Ten years in Russian penal colonies have marked 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky but could not break his 
spirits: Russian president Vladimir Putin might 
not see any longer any threat in his former polit-
ical prisoner but the exiled Khodorkovsky hopes 
that Putin is utterly mistaken. Unexpectedly  
set free Khodorkovsky left prision as a man with 
stronger inner freedom, dedicating all his ener-
gy, ideas and power to create another Russia –  
a Russia without Putin.
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